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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

COMMON WATERS FOUNDING

HON. TOM MARINO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor John J. Donahue, the Superintendent of
the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation
Area and the Middle Delaware Scenic and
Recreational River. Superintendant Donahue
contracted with the Pinchot Institute to develop
an organization rooted in engaging leaders in
both private and governmental areas. As a re-
sult, Mr. Donahue became the driving force
behind the establishment of the grassroots or-
ganization known as Common Waters.

Common Waters is a non-governmental
group that coordinates efforts and policies of
private partners like land trusts and county,
state and federal planning organizations.

Delaware River provides clean drinking
water for approximately 15 million people with-
in the tri-state areas of New York, New Jer-
sey, and Pennsylvania. The preservation of
forest land within these areas helps to ensure
a healthy watershed, which is imperative to
clean drinking water.

The group has targeted strategic grants to
over 90 private forest owners who control over
38,000 acres of land, resulting in the best
management practices and greater Delaware
River watershed and ecosystem protection.

Additionally, Common Waters has become a
voice for all of the member organizations on
Landscape Scale Connectivity, resulting in
easements being secured for over 1,000 acres
of protection.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Donahue and Common
Waters have shown that the government can
have a dramatic benefit to the local area by
providing opportunities to the private sector
and | commend them for all of their work.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARTHA ROBY

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday,
September 25, 2013 and on Thursday, Sep-
tember 26, 2013, | was necessarily absent
from the House chamber.

If | had been present, | would have voted,
the following on September 25, 2013:

Rollcall 484 on the motion to suspend the
rules and pass, H.R. 1961, To amend title 46,
United States Code, to extend the exemption
from the fire-retardant materials construction
requirement for vessels operating within the
Boundary Line, | would have voted, “aye.”

Rollcall 485 on the motion to suspend the
rules and p ass, H.Res. 354, Providing for the
concurrence by the House in the Senate
amendment to H.R. 527, with an amendment,
| would have voted, “aye.”

If | had been present, | would have voted,
the following on September 26, 2013:

Rollcall 486 on the motion to suspend the
rules and pass, H.R. 3095, To ensure any
new or revised requirement providing for the
screening, testing, or treatment of individuals
operating commercial motor vehicles for sleep
disorders is adopted pursuant to a rulemaking
proceeding, and for other purposes, | would
have voted, “aye.”

Rollcall 487 on the motion to suspend the
rules and pass, H.R. 2600, To amend the
Interstate Land Sales Full Disclosure Act to
clarify how the Act applies to condominiums, |
would have voted, “aye.”

Rollcall 488, on approving the journal, |
would have voted, “aye.”

Rollcall 489, on agreeing to the amendment
of H.R. 687, Grijalva of Arizona Part A
Amendment No. 1, | would have vote “nay.”

Rollcall 490, on agreeing to the amendment
of H.R. 687, Napolitano of California Part A
Amendment No. 3, | would have vote “nay.”

————

CONGRATULATING THE CITY OF
GALENA, IL

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Galena, lllinois, for earning a
place on the Executive Travel Magazine’s list,
America’s Best Small Towns.

On a recent visit to Galena, | met with local
small business owners who are all very proud
of the town’s history, a pride | share with
them. With over 85 percent of the town’s
buildings designated as National Register of
Historic Places and the general awe that the
area’s beautiful landscape inspires, it is clear
why Galena deserves to be labeled as a great
American town. | always enjoy visiting Galena
and look forward to many trips to come.

It is important that all of our communities
across lllinois continue to highlight why they
are great places to live, work and raise a fam-
ily. As always, | am proud to serve all the
hard-working people of the 17th Congressional
District of lllinois, and | look forward to com-
munities across my region continuing to re-
ceive many well-deserved awards.

———

H.R. 1526, RESTORING HEALTHY
FORESTS FOR HEALTHY COMMU-
NITIES ACT

HON. DEREK KILMER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | grew up in Port
Angeles—a town whose lifeblood was the tim-

ber industry. As the local economy suffered, |
watched as my friends’ parents lost their jobs.

This experience motivated me to pursue a ca-
reer in economic development to help commu-
nities and families get back on their feet.

| came to the House of Representatives to
fight for hard—working families across our re-
gion. | know just how hard our communities
have been hit by the changes in the timber in-
dustry. It is important to me that we get folks
back to work and strengthen rural commu-
nities.

With that in mind, I'm supportive of finding
ways to sustainably increase harvest levels
and increase the health of our forests. In fact,
I’'m a Co—Chair of the Healthy Forests Caucus
here in the House.

Unfortunately, | have serious concerns over
certain aspects of H.R. 1526, the Restoring
Healthy Forests for Healthy Communities Act.
This legislation would undermine core environ-
mental laws, reduce opportunities for stake-
holder input and pathways to consensus, and
leave our region without a legitimate plan to
help us adequately balance multiple forest
uses.

The region | represent has some of the
most pristine land and waters in our country.
Protecting our resources while balancing the
needs of resource—dependent communities
and industries has been an issue my region
has struggled with for decades.

Since taking office, | have been working
closely with both sides of this issue. | am firm-
ly convinced that we can protect forest health
and get people back to work.

| do not believe bypassing the National En-
vironmental Protection Act (NEPA) and the
Endangered Species Act as laid out in H.R.
1526 is the only way—or even the best way—
to do this.

Setting harvest levels by legislative mandate
rather than by sound science sets a dan-
gerous precedent and could lead to the de-
struction of long and hard fought agreements
throughout the country.

These decisions must be made with sci-
entific analysis and stakeholder involvement.
The approach H.R. 1526 takes does not en-
courage consensus around federal land man-
agement and does not promote a path to a
mutually agreeable resolution. H.R. 1526
would only further root stakeholders in opposi-
tional positions. We should pursue a path for-
ward that will reduce lawsuits. | want to see
more work for folks in the timber industry—not
more work for lawyers.

Mr. Speaker, | commend the work the Com-
mittee Chair and Ranking Member have put
into this bill, but must voice my opposition.

TRIBUTE TO PAUL FREDERICKSEN

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the retirement of KCCI's president and
general manager, Paul Fredericksen, and to

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.




E1390

express my appreciation for his years of serv-
ice to KCCI and the people of lowa.

A Newell, lowa native and alumnus of
Buena Vista University, Mr. Fredericksen has
been a part of the KCCI family for more than
four decades and has served as the president
and general manager for 27 years. Under
Paul's leadership, KCCI, a CBS affiliate, has
expanded its statewide and nationwide influ-
ence on its path to becoming the top-rated
station in central lowa.

Paul’'s many accomplishments at KCCI have
earned him deserved recognition across the
nation, including numerous broadcasting and
broadcast journalism awards at the regional
and national levels. It goes without saying that
the KCCI central lowans know and love today
would not be the same without Mr.
Fredericksen’s tireless efforts and thoughtful
guidance.

Mr. Speaker, Paul's contribution to broad-
casting excellence and to the great state of
lowa cannot be overstated. While Mr.
Fredericksen’s expertise and experience are
sure to be missed, he leaves behind a grateful
viewing audience and an excellent example of
leadership for which to strive. | invite my col-
leagues in the House to join me in congratu-
lating Paul and wishing him the best as he be-
gins a new chapter in life.

HONORING MS. SU WEBB
HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and honor Ms. Su Webb, who will be
receiving a Loudoun Laurels Medal for her life-
time of civic leadership in the Loudoun County
community.

Ms. Webb is receiving the award in the cat-
egory of “Extraordinary Stewardship” on Octo-
ber 11, 2013 at the River Creek Club in Lees-
burg, Virginia. The Loudoun Laurels Medal
recognizes individuals who have made out-
standing contributions to the common good in
our region.

Ms. Webb has long been committed to cul-
tural and environmental preservation in
Loudoun County. She is the chairman of the
Loudoun County Farm Heritage museum and
serves on the boards of the Aldie Heritage As-
sociation and the Lovettsville Park Advisory
Committee. She has also served on Loudoun
County’s Parks, Recreation and Open Space
Board for over twenty years, during which time
she was instrumental in transferring the oper-
ations of Historic Mt. Zion Church and Aldie
Mill Park to the Parks authority, the establish-
ment of Gilbert's Corner Regional Park and
the planning for White’s Ford Regional Park.

| want to commend Ms. Webb for her tire-
less commitment to preserving the wealth of
cultural history and environmental beauty in
Loudoun County.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25, 2013, | was unavoidably detained
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due to meetings with constituents in my dis-
trict. Had | been present on the House floor,
| would have voted “aye” on the following bills
and resolutions:

H.R. 1961, to amend title 46 to extend the
exemption from the fire-retardant materials
construction requirement for vessels operating
within the Boundary Line;

And H. Res. 354, providing for the concur-
rence by the House in the Senate amendment
to H.R. 527, Responsible Helium Administra-
tion and Stewardship Act, with an amendment.

——————

LETTER FROM REV. BILLY GRA-
HAM TO THE PRESIDENT
ROUHANI OF THE ISLAMIC RE-
PUBLIC OF IRAN

HON. ROBERT PITTENGER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, attached is a
letter from Rev. Billy Graham to President
Rouhani of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This
is the letter | referenced in my one minute
speech on September 26, 2013.

MONTREAL, NORTH CAROLINA,
September 23, 2013.
President HASSAN ROUHANI,
Islamic Republic of Iran.

DEAR PRESIDENT ROUHANI, I have been
watching with great concern about the case
of Pastor Saeed Abedini, an American citizen
who is currently a prisoner in your country.
He was in Iran working to build an orphan-
age when he was arrested and later sen-
tenced to eight years in prison. His situation
has been receiving an increasingly high level
of attention in the United States. Unfortu-
nately this publicity has been entirely nega-
tive for Iran, with the belief that the pri-
mary reason for Pastor Abedini’s imprison-
ment was because of his Christian faith.

As you may know, as a religious leader I
have often spoken (both publicly and also
privately with our national leadership) about
the need for greater understanding and peace
among the nations of the world. As you come
to the United States this week for the UN
General Assembly in New York, it is my sin-
cere hope that ways may be found to reduce
the current tensions between the United
States and the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The announcement on Monday that your
country has freed eighty political prisoners
is very encouraging. I fear, however, that the
current publicity surrounding the continued
imprisonment of Pastor Abedini, an Amer-
ican citizen, may further harm the already
fragile relationship that presently exists be-
tween our two nations.

On September 26, the one-year anniversary
of Pastor Abedini’s imprisonment, thousands
will attend prayer vigils in more than sev-
enty U.S. cities, calling on your country to
release this husband, father, and servant of
God. I join them by respectfully asking you
to release Pastor Saeed Abedini from prison.
Such an action would, I believe, have a posi-
tive impact in our nation, and might well be
perceived by our leadership as a significant
step in reducing tensions.

Respectfully yours,
BILLY GRAHAM.

September 27, 2013
HONORING HUGH OLIN HALL, JR.

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor the life of
Hugh Olin Hall, Jr. who passed away on Sep-
tember 24, 2013 at the age of 93. Mr. Hall, Jr.
is a brother of my dear colleague, Congress-
man RALPH HALL.

Mr. Hall, Jr. was the youngest person to
graduate from Rockwall High School at the
age of 15. He attended the University of
Texas at Austin and North Texas State Uni-
versity in Denton.

Hugh Olin hall, Jr. was born on January 29,
1920, in Fate, Texas. Hugh honorably served
in the in the Field Artillery Unit of the United
States Army during WWII and served in the
Field Artillery Unit in Germany. After his mili-
tary service, he worked on the pipelines with
his father for the Oklahoma Contracting Com-
pany. He was employed with Lone Star Gas,
where he worked until his retirement in 1989.

He was a member of the Rockwall Masonic
Lodge and member of First United Methodist
Church of Rockwall. He was an avid reader
and a historian of WWII, later having the op-
portunity to travel back to Europe and Ger-
many to visit the areas where he had served.

He is survived by his loving wife Doris Jane
Hall; brother Ralph M. Hall; sister Rosemary
Hall Scott; grandchildren Christopher Andrew
Jeanes, Hugh Olin Hall IV and Christopher
Leigh Hall; four nephews: Ralph Hampton Hall
and wife Jody, Brett Allen Hall and wife Karen,
Jay Blakeley Hall & wife Catherine and Dr.
Victor Mark Scott & wife Vickie; grandnephews
Jay Hampton Hall and wife Katherine, Steven
Lule and wife Leeanna and Alexander Cole
Scott; and grandnieces Haley Nicole Scott,
Sarah Elizabeth Hall, Amanda Ellen Hall and
Crystal Tucker Hall. Hugh was preceded in
death by his son Hugh Olin Hall, Ill; daughter
Rebecca Ann Hall Jeanes; and sister-in-law
Mary Ellen Hall.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Hugh Olin Hall, Jr. |
urge my colleagues to please join me in con-
veying my condolences for their loss.

TRIBUTE TO COLBY COOK

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the heroic actions of
eighth-grader Colby Cook of West Des
Moines, lowa.

During a typical lunch hour in the lunchroom
of Indian Hills Junior High School in Clive, 13-
year-old Colby noticed his good friend Kyle in
distress. A large piece of Kyle’s sandwich was
lodged in his airway, cutting off his ability to
breathe. Colby wasted no time upon recog-
nizing his friend was in danger and expertly
employed the Heimlich maneuver to save
Kyle’s life and avert the life-threatening situa-
tion.

It is also evident that Mr. Cook is as humble
as he is heroic. Immediately after saving a life
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through his quick thinking and swift action,
Colby simply headed to Social Studies class
as he would on any other day without saying
a word of the incident. It was only after
Colby’s parents, Clay and Teri, heard their son
recount the day’s events at dinner that Colby’s
great story, and the need to recognize his ac-
tions, was brought to light.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor to represent
future leaders like Colby in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | ap-
plaud his lifesaving effort today. | invite my
colleagues in the House to join me in con-
gratulating Colby, thanking him for a job well
done, and wishing him a bright future.

HONORING JOSEPH R. PLUENNEKE

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Joseph R.
Pluenneke. Joseph is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
261, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Joseph has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Joseph has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jo-
seph has become a member of the Order of
the Arrow and led his troop as Patrol Leader.
Joseph has also contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project. Joseph com-
pleted much needed improvements to the
White Tail Trail at the Parkville Nature Sanc-
tuary in Parkville, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Joseph R. Pluenneke for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

RECOGNIZING JENNIFER VAUPEL
HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues in the House to join me in
recognizing Washington, DC physician assist-
ant Jennifer Vaupel, who practices at Bread
for the City. We commend Mrs. Vaupel for the
valuable health care services she provides to
medically underserved populations in DC. She
should be honored for her compassion and
the quality medical services she provides to
these vulnerable patients.

Mrs. Vaupel has served as a physician as-
sistant for almost six years at Bread for the
City, which is a premier safety-net service or-
ganization in DC Bread for the City has been
providing comprehensive support services—
food, clothing, medical care, and legal and so-
cial services—to the city’s low-income popu-
lation for nearly 40 years.

As the sole full-time physician assistant
working at this nonprofit, Mrs. Vaupel ensures
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patients receive the health care and other
services they need. Throughout her career in
health care, Mrs. Vaupel has gone above and
beyond what is required of her. She seeks to
understand the socioeconomic challenges her
patients endure, and, as a result, she is able
to ensure better health care outcomes for her
patients.

Because of Mrs. Vaupel's courageous work,
Bread for the City was awarded the pres-
tigious Caring for Communities Grant from the
Physician Assistant Foundation. This $5,000
annual award was presented to Bread for the
City in May 2013, in recognition of the manner
in which the nonprofit has used physician as-
sistants in providing care to people with dis-
abilities or for those without the ability to pay
for medical services. The award also recog-
nizes the numerous educational experiences
Bread for the City has given physician assist-
ants and students in physician assistant pro-
grams.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the successful and compas-
sionate work of Mrs. Vaupel. Mrs. Vaupel im-
proves the quality of life for many residents of
Washington, DC, as exemplified by the award-
ing of the Physician Assistant Foundation
grant to Bread for the City. Her work not only
directly helps her patients, but it also sets a
wonderful humanitarian example for us all.

———
CONGRATULATING FLORIDA
INTERNATIONAL  UNIVERSITY’S

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION ON
THEIR RECOGNITION AS AN “EX-
AMPLE OF EXCELENCIA”

HON. JOE GARCIA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Florida International University’s
College of Education for their recognition by
Excelencia in Education as an “Example of
Excelencia” for the College’s “Creating Latino
Access to a Valuable Education” or CLAVE
program. CLAVE is a truly outstanding pro-
gram that aims to increase the number of
graduate degrees awarded to Hispanic Amer-
ican teachers and administrators by providing
scholarships to complete masters and doctoral
degrees.

It brings me great pride to represent a uni-
versity that not only leads the nation in award-
ing bachelor's and master's degrees to His-
panic students but is also deeply invested in
its surrounding community.

After receiving a $2.8 million grant from the
U.S. Department of Education, CLAVE was
created as a collaborative effort between the
College of Education and Miami-Dade County
Public Schools (MDCPS). The program targets
low performing urban schools within the
school district as a way to enhance the profes-
sional development of teachers working in
challenging academic environments and ulti-
mately enhance the performance of the stu-
dents they serve. CLAVE selects teachers that
come from schools where more than 50 per-
cent of the student population is Hispanic and
less than half of the faculty holds Master’s de-
grees.

The financial support offered by CLAVE
doesn’t only expand the educational opportuni-
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ties of Hispanic Americans through direct
scholarships. This program also provides the
College with resources to expand its institu-
tional capacity by improving its Student Sup-
port Services, enhancing its mentoring support
at the graduate level, strengthening academic
quality, expanding technological infrastructure,
and targeting the professional development of
faculty.

While this project focuses on expanding
educational opportunities for Hispanic Ameri-
cans, all students attending the College of
Education benefit as do the MDCPS students
who will gain better trained teachers. The re-
sults of the pre/post test that is used to meas-
ure changes in students’ performance result-
ing from improved knowledge and skills of par-
ticipating teachers and administrators in the
program prove the benefits of CLAVE.

CLAVE is a vehicle to enhance access for
Hispanic-Americans to post-baccalaureate de-
grees, and like FIU President Mark B. Rosen-
berg said, “it is a great example of FIU’s com-
mitment to Miami-Dade’s public schools, its
teachers and its students.”

Mr. Speaker, FIU and its College of Edu-
cation are truly “Examples in Excelencia”, and
more universities should follow suit.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF WORCESTER
TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL AND
PRINCIPAL SHEILA HARRITY

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me in recognizing the
incredible accomplishments of Worcester
Technical High School under the leadership of
Principal Sheila Harrity.

Worcester Technical High School, located in
my hometown of Worcester, Massachusetts, is
on the cutting edge of career and technical
education. Recognizing the importance of cou-
pling academic rigor with hands-on experi-
ence, Worcester Tech has developed a cur-
riculum to ensure students graduate college-
and-career ready. With a focus on robust
STEM education, faculty members at Worces-
ter Tech are preparing students for careers in
highly technological industries. In recognition
of this academic excellence and improved stu-
dent achievement, Worcester Tech was re-
cently named a 2013 National Blue Ribbon
School by the U.S. Department of Education.

Worcester Tech is a well-respected institu-
tion in our city, and students of the school
have demonstrated their commitment to giving
back to Worcester by completing various com-
munity service projects that range from land
maintenance and water testing to constructing
a low-income LEED certified house. The
school has also partnered with institutions of
higher learning to advance their knowledge.
For example, Worcester Tech recently
partnered with Worcester Polytechnic Institute
to construct a modular, zero-energy home and
compete in a Solar Decathlon in Datong,
China.

Additionally, Worcester Technical High
School is leader in robotics education. The
school is home to the nationally recognized
Robotics and Automation Technology Team




E1392

known as the Tech-Know Commandos, win-
ners of the 2013 VEX Robotics World Cham-
pionship trophy.

All of this would not be possible without the
talented faculty and staff of Worcester Tech-
nical High School, including Principal Sheila
Harrity. Ms. Harrity has demonstrated a deep
passion for and commitment to advancing
educational outcomes for the students of
Worcester Tech, and has transformed the
school into an innovative learning center. Her
incredible efforts have earned her the 2014
National High School Principal of the Year
award by MetLife and the National Association
of Secondary School Principals.

I’'m so proud to represent the faculty, stu-
dents, and staff of Worcester Tech, a leader in
career and technical education, and look for-
ward to their future successes. | ask you to
join me in congratulating Worcester Technical
High School for being selected as a 2013 Na-
tional Blue Ribbon School, and in honoring
Principal Sheila Harrity for her lifelong commit-
ment to education.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF SYLVIA
FRASIER

HON. DONNA F. EDWARDS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sorrow that | rise today to pay tribute
and to honor the life of Sylvia Frasier, who
was one of 12 dedicated civilian employees
and contractors that were senselessly mur-
dered at the Navy Yard in Washington, DC, on
September 16. Mass shootings are always dif-
ficult to bear. My heart breaks for their loved
ones and for the tight-knit military, govern-
ment, and contractor community found in the
Washington metropolitan area.

As her funeral service is tomorrow at the
Rhema Christian Center Church in Northeast
Washington, DC, | want to remember the leg-
acy Ms. Frasier leaves behind. She earned a
bachelor of science in computer information
systems and a master’s in information sys-
tems. Ms. Frasier worked at Naval Sea Sys-
tems Command (NAVSEA) as an information
assurance manager since 2000. Her duties at
NAVSEA included providing policy and guid-
ance on network security, and assuring that all
computer systems operated by the head-
quarters met Department of Navy and Depart-
ment of Defense requirements.

According to those that knew her best—her
family and colleagues—Ms. Frasier was a
friend to everyone she met and a stranger to
no one. One friend stated that her personality
was “bright, just like her blond hair, and lit up
a room.” A colleague at work recalled what
she would miss most about Sylvia are all the
jokes they shared at the beginning of their
phone calls before they got down to business.
In a statement, her family said “if there are
any words to describe her, it would be faithful,
family oriented, and dedicated professional.”

Ms. Frasier's outgoing personality just
wasn’t suited to sitting still. She had choir re-
hearsal every Saturday morning, church on
Sunday mornings, lots of travel for the Navy,
friends and family to spend time with, and yet
she still worked a second job in the evenings
and on weekends because she was a people
person.
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Ms. Frasier was a deaconess, altar coun-
selor, and member of the arts and music min-
istry at Rhema Christian Center Church. So,
her faith was obviously very important to her.

Sylvia Frasier's record of service was char-
acterized by sacrifice, by hard work and dedi-
cation to duty, and most of all by achievement.
She leaves behind a legacy of service that
others can aspire to.

Now that her time on earth has come to a
needlessly premature end, it is my hope that
Sylvia Frasier has found the peace she has
earned. On behalf of this House, | extend the
thanks of a grateful nation and our sincere
condolences to James and Eloise Frasier, her
parents; each of her siblings and their families;
and to the many friends whose lives she
touched. My thoughts, prayers, and deepest
sympathy go out to all of the victims of this
horrendous tragedy and their families. May
God continue to comfort and sustain each of
you.

HONORING GRANT MICHAEL
DOWNES

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Grant Michael
Downes. Grant is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 261,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Grant has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Grant has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Grant
has become a member of the Order of the
Arrow and led his troop as Patrol Leader.
Grant has also contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project. Grant led an
effort to assist inner city youth participating in
soccer through the Police Athletic League.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Grant Michael Downes for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

—————

HELIUM STEWARDSHIP ACT OF
2013

SPEECH OF

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 25, 2013

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, today | am
glad to lend my support to legislation that will
provide for a one-year extension of the Secure
Rural Schools program. The Secure Rural
Schools program provides needed funding to
counties nationwide, and these payments are
critical to Oregon’s rural timber counties. The
funding supports vital public services, includ-
ing emergency personnel, schools, and infra-
structure, and it represents our commitment
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that Federal forest policy shouldn’t drive rural
counties into bankruptcy.

But this is only a one-year extension, and
Oregon’s rural timber counties need long term
certainty. Congress must help these counties
develop a long term solution to their revenue
problems, one that strikes a balance between
increasing timber yields on Federal forest land
and environmental conservation. This is a dif-
ficult process, and although we are making
progress, counties need relief right away. For
this reason, | strongly support this one-year
extension of the Secure Rural Schools pro-
gram, and will continue to work on a lasting
solution with my colleagues in the House of
Representatives.

| am also pleased to support the main pur-
pose of this legislation, which is to allow for
the continued functioning of the Federal He-
lium Reserve. This program supports impor-
tant work across a broad spectrum of indus-
tries, from chemistry research in our public
universities to semiconductor manufacturing
done by high-tech firms in Oregon’s First Con-
gressional District. The House and Senate
have reached a noble, bipartisan solution to
guarantee the uninterrupted supply of this crit-
ical resource. | urge my colleagues to support
this important bill.

———

ASSAULT AND MURDER AGAINST
THE MEK

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, not all is
well in the world. In the 21st century, there is
still a fight that must be fought against those
bent on killing innocent people. These peo-
ple’s crime? Simply wanting to be left alone
and live how they please. In the early morning
hours of September 1, Iragi gunmen raided
Camp Ashraf. Camp Ashraf is a camp out in
the hinterlands of Iraq where members of an
Iranian opposition group used to live after Iran
started executing their Members. But 2 years
ago most residents were forced to move to a
new camp closer to Baghdad and out of over
3,000 people originally at Camp Ashraf, only
about 100 remained in the camp on the morn-
ing of the attack. By the time the sun came
up, they had killed fifty-two unarmed residents
and kidnapped seven more. | have seen foot-
age of the attack. Unarmed civilians are run-
ning around trying not to get shot while the
evildoers systematically gun them down. The
evildoers were not trying to talk. They were
trying to kill. And they succeeded. A United
Nations delegation conducted a visit to the
camp the next day and verified that the 52 de-
ceased had “suffered gunshot wounds, the
majority of them in the head and the upper
body, and several with their hands tied.”
These people were executed when they had
not done anything wrong. They had no weap-
ons. They did not pose a threat to anyone.
They were murdered in cold blood. To make
matters worse, this isn’t even the first time that
something like this has happened. Despite re-
peated assurances by the Iragi government
that they will be safe and protected, since
2012 alone, 113 members have been killed in
five separate attacks. It should be clear to all
by now that the Iragi government cannot be
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trusted to keep these refugees safe. | have
traveled to Iraq several times. On my last trip,
| asked Iragi Prime Minister Maliki to let me
visit Camp Ashraf. He refused. It seemed like
he had something to hide. Mr. Speaker, there
were 7 hostages taken on September 1. All
we know is that they are somewhere in Iraq
still. If we don’t find these hostages soon, it is
almost certain that they will be killed in Irag or
taken to Iran and executed. Our government
must do everything in its power to secure their
release. And that's just the way it is.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday, September 25, 2013, | missed
the following votes: H.R. 1961—To amend title
46, United States Code, to extend the exemp-
tion from the fire-retardant materials construc-
tion requirement for vessels operating within
the Boundary Line. H. Res. 354—Providing for
the concurrence by the House in the Senate
amendment to H.R. 527, with an amendment.
Had | been present, | would have voted: “no”
on rollcall No. 484, “yes” on rollcall No. 485.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | regret |
missed votes on September 27, 2013. Had |
been present, my intention was to vote “yes”
on Senate Amendment to H.R. 1412—Improv-
ing Job Opportunities for Veterans Act. Fur-
ther, | would have also voted “yes” on H.R.
3096 to designate a Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation building as the “Michael D. Resnick
Terrorist Screening Center.”

A meeting in Detroit to address the eco-
nomic situation of the City with senior White
House officials, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Secretary Shaun Donovan, Transpor-
tation Secretary Anthony Foxx, and Attorney
General Eric Holder and others in the Michi-
gan Congressional Delegation was the reason
for my absence. Additionally, Governor Rick
Snyder, Mayor Dave Bing, and Emergency
Manager Kevyn Orr were in attendance. | felt
my participation vital to the interests of my
constituents.

HONORING TRISTAN MICHAEL OTT
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Tristan Michael
Ott. Tristan is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 261, and
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.
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Tristan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Tristan has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Tris-
tan has earned the rank of Brave in the Tribe
of Mic-O-Say and became a Brotherhood
Member of the Order of the Arrow. Tristan has
also contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Tristan completed a
much needed landscaping project at St. The-
rese School in Kansas City, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Tristan Michael Ott for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

——
SOUTHEAST ARIZONA LAND EX-
CHANGE AND CONSERVATION
ACT OF 2013
SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 26, 2013

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 687) to facilitate
the efficient extraction of mineral resources
in southeast Arizona by authorizing and di-
recting an exchange of Federal and non-Fed-
eral land, and for other purposes:

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, today’s legis-
lation proposes to give two of the world’s larg-
est, foreign-owned mining companies—Rio
Tinto and BHP Billiton—2,400 acres of the
Tonto National Forest, which has been pro-
tected since 1955, in exchange for land the
companies currently own. The companies be-
lieve the Federal land contains significant cop-
per ore deposits.

I am not opposed to responsible domestic
energy and mineral production as long as
Americans get full value for the use of their re-
sources and environmentally sensitive areas
are protected. Today’s legislation does not
meet either test. The bill includes a convoluted
appraisal process that fails to take into ac-
count the copper deposit on the land and re-
quires no future royalty payments for that re-
source. It does not require mitigation or even
analysis of damaging effects on the local eco-
system, waiving environmental review and En-
dangered Species Act protections. Finally, the
bill does not guarantee preservation of tradi-
tional Native American sacred sites.

Ultimately, the bill gifts an environmentally
sensitive and historically significant area to a
foreign company without proper review or
compensation for the American taxpayer. |
urge a no vote.

———

HONORING CHARLES M. GOSSELIN
II1

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Charles M.
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Gosselin lll. Charles is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
261, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Charles has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Over the
many years Charles has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Charles has earned the rank of Brave in the
Tribe of Mic-O-Say and became a member of
the Order of the Arrow. Charles has also con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle
Scout project. Charles designed and con-
structed a changeable billboard sign, along
with the accompanying landscaping, at Divine
Mercy Park in Kansas City, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Charles M. Gosselin lll, for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE
JACK E. HIGHTOWER

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to inform the House that one of our
former colleagues, the Honorable Jack E.
Hightower, has passed away at the age of 86.

Jack Hightower was the very definition of a
Texas gentleman and leader, leading a life of
public service until his death. His life-long
dedication to serving his country began with
military service during World War I, before
going on to become a lawyer, a member of
the Texas House, District Attorney, member of
the Texas Senate, U.S. Congressman, Assist-
ant Attorney General of Texas, and later, Jus-
tice of the Texas Supreme Court.

He was born in Memphis, Texas, to Floy
and Walter Hightower on September 6, 1926.
After graduating from Memphis High School,
he enrolled in summer classes at Baylor Uni-
versity. However, that fall he joined the Navy
and served two years during World War Il
After being discharged, he returned to Baylor
where he received a Bachelor of Arts degree,
followed by a law degree. It was during this
time that he married his wife, Colleen Ward, of
Tulia, Texas. He joined the Storey, Storey and
Donaghey law firm in Vernon, Texas, and
soon thereafter, served in the Texas House of
Representatives from 1953-1955. He was ap-
pointed District Attorney for the 46th Judicial
District, followed by a term in the Texas Sen-
ate for the 23rd District. In 1966, he was elect-
ed to the new 30th Senatorial District and
eventually became President Pro-tempore of
the Texas Senate. During his service as a
Texas State Senator, he received a Doctor of
Laws degree from Howard Payne University.

Mr. Hightower served the constituents of the
13th Congressional District of Texas in the
U.S. House of Representatives from 1974 to
1985. After Congress, he served as Assistant
Attorney General of Texas. He was then elect-
ed to the Texas Supreme Court, where he
stayed until 1996. In 1999, Mr. Hightower was
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appointed by President Clinton as a Commis-
sioner on the National Commission on Librar-
ies and Information Science, where he served
until 2005.

His passion for Texas was only surpassed
by his love for God, his family, his church, and
Freemasonry of Texas. Jack was an active
member of the First Baptist Church, not only
in Vernon, Texas, where he spent most of his
life, but also in Austin, Texas, the latter part of
his life.

Jack was a member for over fifty years and
Past Master of Vernon Lodge #655, Vernon,
Texas. He also belonged to University Lodge
#1190, Austin, Texas, and the Texas Lodge of
Research. He served the Grand Lodge of
Texas as District Deputy Grand Master, Grand
Orator, member of the Masonic Jurisprudence
Committee, and was elected to serve as
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Texas in
1972.

Jack was also a Knight of the York Cross of
Honor, a member of the Red Cross of Con-
stantine, and a Thirty Third Degree, Scottish
Rite Mason, and served as the Sovereign
Grand Inspector General of Texas. Jack was
also a member of the Maskat Shrine, Wichita
Falls, Texas, and served on the boards of the
Scottish Rite Hospital in Dallas, Texas, and
the Scottish Rite Dormitory at the University of
Texas, Austin, Texas, and the Scottish Rite
Education Association of Texas.

Jack is survived by his wife, Colleen, and
his three daughters, Ann Thornburg; Amy
Brees; and Alison Suttle.

With more than 50 years of public service,
Jack Hightower will always be remembered for
his selfless devotion to the people of his State
and his country. Whether holding a position at
a local, state, or national level, he always put
the interests and considerations of his country
above all else—the living embodiment of a
public servant. He will surely be missed.

HONORING OUR GOLD STAR
MOTHERS OF UTICA, NEW YORK

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of this Nation’s Gold Star Mothers, es-
pecially those in New York State and in par-
ticular in New York’s 22nd Congressional Dis-
trict.

It is fitting that we recognize the American
Gold Star Mothers, whose sons and daughters
have died in defense of the ideals of individual
liberty. On Sunday, September 29, 2013, our
Utica chapter will host its Gold Star Mother’s
Day at 2 p.m. at the CPT George A. Wood
Postal Facility at 100 Pitcher St. in Utica, New
York.

This day is made possible in large part due
to the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter
944, which annually honors our Gold Star
Mothers and families during this event com-
plete with Color Guards, a rifle salute, the
singing of our national anthem, and a wreath-
laying at Gold Star Mothers monument.

Our Gold Star Mothers should be honored
and offered respect and gratitude for their per-
sonal sacrifice. Gold Star Mother’s Day is in-
tended to honor women who deserve special
recognition and gratitude for their tremendous
personal loss on behalf of our country.
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During the early days of World War |, a Blue
Star was used to represent each Soldier in
military service of the United States, and as
the war progressed and Soldiers were killed or
wounded in combat or died from wounds or
disease, a Gold Star superimposed over the
Blue Star designated the loss of these individ-
uals. This tradition recognized Soldiers for
their ultimate sacrifice to our country and the
Gold Star offered families an outward symbol
by which to honor the loss of a loved one.

Our Gold Star Mothers serve as the
strength and inspiration for this country. They
are part of an exclusive group—one that no
one ever hopes to belong. One can imagine
that there is no pain more far-reaching or
deeper than losing a child.

While it's not possible to ever find solace in
losing a child, our Gold Star Mothers find com-
fort in the women standing beside them. Their
hurt may be soothed by knowing the lives of
their sons and daughters live on through them.
Their children live not only in their hearts, but
in the heart of this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, | believe to serve one’s coun-
try—particularly during times of war—is one of
the most noble and selfless acts available to
man. | urge all of my colleagues to appreciate
the services rendered to the United States by
the mothers of America who have strength-
ened and inspired our Nation throughout his-
tory. May we always honor the Gold Star
Mothers of America for their courage and their
strength.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF GENE RUDDY
FOR RISKING HIS LIFE TO SAVE
THE LIVES OF OTHERS

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Patrolman Gene Ruddy, whose
heroic action saved the lives of at least eight
people in Dunmore, Pennsylvania on Satur-
day, September 21, 2013. Patrolman Ruddy
was on patrol just after 2:00 a.m. Saturday on
Chestnut Street when he smelled smoke near-
by. He immediately searched the area near
Chestnut and Drinker Street and looked for
the source. He saw smoke coming from 113
Chestnut Street, a building that housed five
apartments and a business.

As he approached the building, Patrolman
Ruddy saw flames and he knew he needed to
act quickly. He called 911 and ran into the
building through a stairwell. Patrolman Ruddy
went to the second-floor apartment that ap-
peared to be the source of the growing blaze.
He yelled into the apartment, pounding on the
door, but no one responded. Undaunted, he
ran up to the third floor to make certain the
building was completely evacuated. Fortu-
nately, he found a group of several young
adults who were completely unaware the
building was on fire and guided the group to
safety.

Patrolman Ruddy ran to the neighboring
apartment, breaking down the door and evac-
uating a family of three. Shortly thereafter, the
situation escalated and the building became
too dangerous to re-enter. Thankfully, by that
time fire fighters had arrived on the scene.

Patrolman Gene Ruddy is, in every sense of
the word, a hero. Without a moment of hesi-
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tation, he risked his own life to remove several
people from grave danger. Patrolman Ruddy
deserves full recognition from his community
and country for his acts of valor in the line of
duty.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTORS
TO THE UPDATED GUIDELINES
FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF
ACUTE CERVICAL SPINE AND
SPINAL CORD INJURIES

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, there are an
estimated 12,000 spinal cord injuries every
year in the United States. These injuries most
often result in temporary or permanent loss of
sensation and paralysis, and they can forever
change the lives of those who have been in-
jured. However, thanks to the dedication of top
scientists and medical professionals across
the country, we hold out hope for more effec-
tive treatments, and one day, a possible cure.

In recognition of September as Spinal Cord
Injury Awareness Month, we’d like to take this
time to acknowledge the leadership of several
neurosurgeons who worked diligently to review
and update the Guidelines for the Manage-
ment of Acute Cervical Spine and Spinal Cord
Injuries, published in the March 2013 edition
of Neurosurgery. This work describes the
“state of the literature” with regard to the
treatment of patients with cervical spine and
spinal cord injuries and is a useful guide to
help clinicians make important decisions in the
care of their patients.

The contributing members of this work in-
clude Mark N. Hadley, Division of Neurological
Surgery, University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham; Beverly C. Walters, Division of Neu-
rological Surgery, University of Alabama at
Birmingham and Inova Health System in Falls
Church, Virginia; Bizhan Aarabi, Department
of Neurosurgery, University of Maryland;
Sanjay S. Dhall, Department of Neurosurgery,
Emory University; Daniel E. Gelb, Department
of Orthopaedics, University of Maryland; Mark
R. Harrigan, Division of Neurological Surgery,
University of Alabama at Birmingham; R. John
Hurlbert, Department of Clinical Neuro-
sciences, University of Calgary in Alberta,
Canada; Curtis J. Rozelle, Division of Neuro-
logical Surgery, University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham and Children’s Hospital of Alabama;
Timothy C. Ryken, lowa Spine and Brain Insti-
tute, University of lowa; Nicholas Theodore,
Division of Neurological Surgery, Barrow Neu-
rological Institute.

Mr. Speaker, the standardization and refine-
ment of surgical techniques over the last dec-
ade embodied in this work is a substantial ac-
complishment. It is a testament to the experi-
ence and dedication of its contributors, and |,
along with Representatives TERRI A. SEWELL,
ELIUAH E. CUMMINGS, JOHN LEwIS, BRUCE L.
BRALEY, and ED PASTOR, hope you will join us
in recognizing them for their impressive work.
Due to their commitment, numerous lives are
improved daily through the increased under-
standing and treatment of spinal cord injuries.
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REMEMBERING MR. NELSON
DRAPER, SR.

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to re-
member Mr. Nelson Draper, Sr. of Barstow
California who passed away on Sunday Sep-
tember 22, 2013.

After being recruited to join the U.S. Marine
Corps in 1944, Draper joined the ranks of 420
others who used their native language to aid
the United States military in World War Il. At
the age of 25, Draper left his home on the
Navaho Indian Reservation in Chinle, Arizona
to become a Navajo Code Talker. At the time
of his passing, aged 93, Mr. Draper was the
sole Code Talker veteran in San Bernardino
County. The Navajo language was chosen as
a secret weapon in the United States’ war ef-
forts because it was impossible for a non-Nav-
ajo speaker to learn and it had no written
form. Before the use of Code Talkers, it would
take military personnel up to two hours to
encrypt and decipher secret codes. In 2001,
Draper was recognized with one of the highest
awards bestowed by this body, the Congres-
sional Silver Medal. After his retirement from
the Marine Corps, Mr. Draper and his wife
moved to Barstow where he worked at the
Marines Corps logistics base for more than
thirty years.

Today, | join with the City of Barstow and
the whole country in remembering a great Ma-
rine, citizen, and family man. My thoughts and
prayers are with Draper’'s wife, Lena, their
seven children, thirty-five grandchildren, and
forty-nine great grandchildren.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE
AND LEGACY OF GLORIA JOHNSON

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great sorrow that | mourn the passing of
one of San Diego’s greatest advocates for
women’s and LGBT equality, Gloria Johnson.

Gloria Johnson has moved on but her leg-
acy as a San Diego champion of limitless
equality will not be forgotten. Gloria has par-
ticipated and organized civil rights and peace
movements for more than 50 years. She has
received many awards and honors that make
evident her commitment to equality for all.

Gloria’s commitment to humanity was not
only apparent in her volunteerism, but also
through her professional career as a social
worker. While working for the County of San
Diego, Gloria was one of the first in San Diego
County to work with people diagnosed with
HIV/AIDS in the AIDS Case Management Pro-

ram.

9 After Gloria retired from her 30 years as a
social worker with San Diego County, she was
just getting started. Not only was Gloria com-
mitted to equality for women and LGBT
issues, she was committed to working closely
with elected officials on all levels to create the
progress she so deeply sought.

Gloria was even more in life than the im-
pressive list of her accomplishments on paper.
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Having worked closely with her for decades, |
remember her energy and her unforgettable
smile. She was just so vibrant. Gloria was al-
ways there at big events in San Diego and
small ones wearing stickers and buttons pro-
claiming loud and clear what she thought
needed to happen. | can remember so many
times pulling up in the parking lot for an event
and seeing her tiny car covered in clever
bumper stickers already there and knowing
that Gloria would be there as always, early
and enthusiastic. Gloria’s positive vibe and
commitment to justice year in and year out
were simply contagious.

I’'m glad she got to bear witness to so much
progress in her lifetime. She was so proud of
the women and gay and lesbian people in
public office in San Diego and of all the mile-
stones those two movements achieved in the
past half century thanks to Gloria and those
like her.

As we all remember Gloria’s strong commit-
ment to equality, let's commit to working hard
for women and members of the LGBT commu-
nity so we can ensure that Gloria’s life work
will not be in vain.

—————

HONORING MR. EDGAR B. HATRICK
II1

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and honor Mr. Edgar B. Hatrick Ill, who
will be receiving a Loudoun Laurels Medal for
his lifetime of civic leadership in the Loudoun
County community.

Mr. Hatrick is receiving the award in the cat-
egory of “Extraordinary Stewardship” on Octo-
ber 11th, 2013 at the River Creek Club in
Leesburg, Virginia. The Loudoun Laurels
Medal recognizes individuals who have made
outstanding contributions to the common good
in our region.

Mr. Hatrick has been a tireless advocate for
quality public education in Loudoun County.
His tenure with the Loudoun County Public
School System began in 1967 as an English
teacher at his alma mater, Loudoun County
High School. He worked in a variety of roles
within the Loudoun County Public School Sys-
tem, including chair of the English Department
and Assistant Principal at Broad Run High;
principal of Loudoun County High School, then
director of special education, guidance super-
visor, foreign language supervisor, director of
instruction, and assistant superintendent for
planning and pupil services. He has served as
the superintendent of the Loudoun County
Public School System since 1991.

| want to commend Mr. Hatrick for his work
to make public education in Loudoun County
a model for the Commonwealth of Virginia and
the Nation.
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UNITED NATIONS ARMS TRADE
TREATY

SPEECH OF

HON. MIKE KELLY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 25, 2013

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to thank my staff, especially Mr.
Isaac Fong, for his dedication and hard work
on the issue of the United Nations Arms Trade
Treaty.

——————

RECOGNIZING DR. LOURDES
FERRER

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to recognize Dr. Lourdes
Ferrer, a nationally recognized scholar and re-
searcher with an extraordinary life story.

Growing up in a disadvantaged family in
Puerto Rico, Dr. Ferrer came to value the im-
portance of education at an early age. She
knew that the way for her to get out of the
cycle of poverty was through education.

After completing her undergraduate degree
in mathematics she moved to Guatemala,
where she established schools, an orphanage,
feeding centers and clinics. When she later
moved to the United States to pursue the
American dream, she overcame enormous fi-
nancial, linguistic and cultural barriers and be-
came a teacher. Despite all of these obsta-
cles, she continuously prevailed and com-
pleted a doctoral degree in leadership and
took a position to help schools implement im-
provement programs.

Today, she works as an academic consult-
ant for numerous school districts throughout
the state of lllinois and the nation, designing
programs to increase the academic achieve-
ment of all students and close the academic
achievement gaps between diverse student
populations. Notably, she has also started a
$1,000 scholarship to help female Hispanic
students who excel in mathematics, attend
college and have the same opportunities that
she had.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Dr. Ferrer for her remarkable
dedication to helping our students and our
community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 27, 2013

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday, September 25, 2013, | missed
the following votes: H.R. 1961, H. Res. 354.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yes.”
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